
  

From Puerto Rico 

To Borikén *

AMURT and AMURTEL Relief

October – November 2017

* Puerto Rico is "Borikén" in the Taino language and means "Land of the 
Valiant and Noble Lord", that refers also to the Great Spirit or Creator



  

After Maria

In the aftermath of Hurricane Maria the 
devastation presented to those who 
wanted to help was massive. 

AMURT and AMURTEL sent immediately 
a Team to the North West area of Puerto 
Rico where Mayaguez is the biggest city.



  

After Maria

The power distribution has been completely destroyed in half of Puerto Rico with 
damages that could require months if not years to recuperate. Both cities and rural areas 
had been affected but in the mountain the situation was worse and several communities 
remained isolated without water and electricity for weeks together.



  

After Maria

Flash flood had continued to aggravate the 
situation hampering any recovery to 
normalcy. 
AMURT and AMURTEL went visiting the 
areas for assessing the damage and the 
needs. 



  

After Maria

The biggest destruction was found by the coastal areas where the water raised up to 8 
feet and families had lost literally everything. With no external help available local 
people did their best to clean by themselves after clearing the roads from the fallen 
trees and electrical poles.  



  

After Maria

In locality like Agnasco Playa the 
elementary school had been closed 
even before the hurricane leaving the 
children no choice than to stay at home 
if home was in a livable condition.

People from the rural and mountain 
areas could find potable water in the 
main square of Mayaguez, the third city 
in the island of Puerto Rico after San 
Juan and Ponce.



  

                        The People
Since day one we started coordinating as AMURT 
and AMURTEL volunteers with the Institute of 
Community Development of the University of Puerto 
Rico in Mayaguez.



  

                        The People

We concentrated In 
Agnasco Playa, one of the 
most affected coastal 
areas where we mapped 
the needs house by house 
and delivered food, water, 
solar lamps , cloths and 
hygienic supplies.



  

Borikén Florece

We participated to local festivals like Borikén Florece near the main square of Mayaguez.



  

Borikén Florece

Borikén is the native name for the island of Puerto Rico when it was inhabited by the Tainos.



  

Family

During the visits to the houses we had chance to do manual work like clearing debris or 
installing tarps. Some elderly people told us their stories and everybody that Maria has 
been the worst hurricane in a century. 36 hours of pounding which almost broke down 
the notorious resilience of the Puertorican people. In the picture on the left a war 
veteran on his wheel chair and on the right his nephew and care taker. Juan is 94 and 
his mother died at 117 years old.



  

Service

We visited around 300 families and served around a thousand people always with a 
personal touch following the example of Luisa Sejgo, the Director of the Institute of 
Community Development. Her t-shirt carries the motto of the University of Puerto Rico: 
“For an education of science and conscience”.



  

Volunteers

AMURT and AMURTEL volunteers together with students of the University 
carried to the communities the spontaneous joy of their youthfulness healing at 
a great extent from the traumatic experience of the hurricane.



  

Team

Working together in a good number team revealed to be both most enjoyable and effective.



  

Team

In the mountains we sang traditional songs 
and got very familiar with the local people. 
Some families offered us coffee or flowers 
appreciating our visit well beyond expectation.



  

Team

We always took group picture at 
the end of the service day before 
eating all together the food 
sometimes cooked and served by 
the local community leaders. 

Some of students called 
mentors were already part of 
the local community creating an 
ideal connection in the locality.



  

Team
Other volunteers 
were very young 
being related to 
students or 
professors of the 
University.

Everybody 
appreciated doing 
service together in 
whatever form it 
could be done.



  

Team

We cleared debris, cleaned 
houses and distributed food and 
supplies always together almost 
every day for 7 weeks covering 
several of the most affected 
communities of the North West.



  

Team
We were welcomed 
in the houses 
receiving a lot of 
attention as the only 
international 
organization helping 
immediately after the 
Hurricane Maria.

AMURT and 
AMURTEL 
volunteers offered 
their best in terms of 
resources and 
knowledge.



  

Team Volunteers of AMURT and AMURTEL came from different parts of 
the United States. Some of them were either born in Puerto Rico 
or they had Puertorican parents. They fund raised for helping at 
the best of their capacity and received recognition for their efforts. 



  

Community
Community leaders like Don Crispin in 
Agnasco Playa were always present in each 
activity assisting and guiding during the entire 
time we were in their communities.
This was a key for the success of the relief 
and allowed to continue addressing needs 
which were present even before the 
atmospheric event of Hurricane Maria.



  

Solar Light

The Solar Lanterns donated by AMURT and AMURTEL were in great demand in all the 
communities without light in both the mountains and the coastal areas. Very few 
families had the possibility to acquire or use a gas generator. We prioritized the 
distribution to public places like schools and hospitals. We distributed around 250 solar 
lamps.



  

Water Filters

Water filters were also in great demand, particularly in the mountain areas were most 
people were collecting water from the streams. We distributed around 250 water 
filtration systems another organization called Mercy Teams.



  

Yoga Class

Every Wednesday we had a special yoga class for the volunteers and members of 
“Siempre Vivas” (Always Alive) – A support organization for women who have survived 
domestic violence. A “big bear” hug used to end each yoga class. It was a great 
opportunity for unwinding and releasing the pressure accumulated  during the week of 
intense service activities.



  

Psychological Support

We had two workshops on Depression and Post Traumatic Stress Recognition by one 
AMURT and AMURTEL volunteer specialized in clinical psychology. 
Also we had a workshop on “Economic Decentralization” addressing the need to plan 
locally for the future of Puerto Rico starting from the immediate necessities of food , 
water , shelter , clothing , education and medical attention.



  

Light Hearted Atmosphere

AMURT and AMURTEL volunteers have received appreciations from the faculty of the 
University, students, community leaders and general people. We met the Mayor of 
Mayaguez who expressed his deep thanks on behalf of the City and took picture with 
us. The relief operation is still ongoing with the expected delivery of one container of 
supplies before the end of the year and the installation of 10 Solar Outreach Stations 
engineered by Amigos de Puerto Rico in cooperation with AMURTEL.



  


