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The mother eked out a living selling locally brewed alcohol, much of which she irresponsibly drank herself, and would only visit her children once a week. The mother felt no compulsion to educate her children. And no one had ever seen the father.


So Everlyn assumed responsibility for these children, personally paying for their school fees (AMURT provides uniforms and scholastic materials) and making sure they completed their school work. With only a few weeks schooling behind them, Mariam (aged 10) and Safari, two years her junior, struggled with the discipline and focus required of them. But now they have settled into school life, are becoming literate, and have even developed ambition, with Safari proclaiming recently that he wants to become a doctor. 


Everlyn’s kind actions have had a positive psychological effect on the children because they feel secure in her love. Mariam was unable to look people in the eye, casting her face downwards in their presence, but now she speaks with confidence. And Safari jumps for joy whenever he meets Everlyn, celebrating the beauty of a caring human being. 


In addition, Mariam is now safe. When she was idle, hanging around her neighborhood during the day, she was vulnerable to the advances of opportunistic men. “She would eventually become pregnant,” said Everlyn, “and perhaps contract HIV. But when she stays in school, she is safe.” As an added precaution, Everlyn has been counseling her about her sexual health and protection, and has encouraged her teacher to do the same.














Thankfully, somebody cared enough to rescue Safari from a vulnerable life. Now he is thriving at school and has a bold vision for his future.





In May, 2010, Safari, one of the 200 vulnerable children in AMURT’s program in Malindi that is funded by USAID, approached Everlyn, AMURT’s project officer, during one of the monthly AMURT-sponsored social events for children. While the other children danced and sang and played games, Safari informed Everlyn with an earnestness in his eyes. “I want to go back to school.” 


Everlyn investigated and discovered that Safari and his sister Mariam had been virtually abandoned by their mother, resulting in kind neighbors providing for their basic needs. 








Imagine if every human being reached out to another in this way: the world would be a happier place. We applaud Everlyn, not only for performing her job well as a project officer for the USAID-funded orphans and vulnerable children’s program, but for making personal sacrifices to bring two abandoned children back into mainstream society.














Everlyn has even had a positive impact upon the mother, talking to her patiently yet firmly about parental responsibility. As a result, the mother is now living with her children again, but under Everlyn’s watchful eye. “To spare the mother will mean spoiling the children,” advises Everlyn. “I cannot allow that to happen.”


When asked about her feelings on the transformation of these children, Everlyn replies with characteristic modesty. “I have not done so much, but I feel good because now I see hope in the children’s eyes. And there is less chance that Mariam will become another teenage mother.”











As a result of her work, Everlyn has developed a deep affinity for children, providing life changing support to girls such as Mariam. She is now a mother to many. 











